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Synopsis

Featuring a fresh layout, revised maps, and more detail than ever before, the eagerly anticipated
seventh edition of Parker's Wine Buyer's Guide offers collectors and amateurs alike the ultimate
resource to the world’s best wines. In every way, this edition bears out Parker’s stated goal: & ceTo
make you a more formidable, more confident wine buyer by providing you with sufficient insider’s
information to permit the wisest possible choice when you make a wine-buying

decision.a *Understanding that buyers on every level appreciate a good deal, Parker separates
overvalued bottles from undervalued, with wine prices instantly shifting according to his evaluations.
Indifferent to the wine’s pedigree, Parker’'s eminent 100-point rating system allows for independent,
consumer-oriented, inside information. The latest edition of Parker's Wine Buyer’s Guide includes
expanded information on Spain, Portugal, Germany, Australia, Argentina, and Chile, as well as new
sections on Israel and Central Europe. As in his previous editions, Parker provides the reassurance
of a simple number rating, predictions for future buying potential, and practical overviews of regions
and grapes. Altogether, an indispensable resource from the man the Los Angeles Times calls

a cethe most powerful critic of any kind.a «
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Parker's Wine Buyer's Guide, Robert M. Parker, Jr., Simon and Schuster, New York, 2008, 1513

pages, softback, $35. Four pounds of numbers. For $35 you get pages and pages filled with no



specific wine descriptions, just lists and lists of the numerical score on the one hundred point scale. |
don’t get it. For years whenever the 100 point scale has been debated Parker has always
responded that a reader should never just rely on the number he gives to a wine. The reader must
also consider the written evaluation of the wine. Indeed he makes this same point in the introduction
to this work. "However, it is also vital to consider the description of the wine’s style, personality and
potential." If it is "vital" why have all of these descriptions been stripped out this book? All that the
author provides is the score and a window of drinkability. Other than some general comments about
the winery as a whole, there are no specific comments about any of the wines. So a wine gets a
score of 94 but will it go well with duck confit? No guidance is given at all. The reader deserves far
more. Given that Parker is the most influential wine critic in the world, | would have thought that
before making derogatory remarks about a wine producer, he would have done extensive detailed
research about the wines. Not so. Parker takes a swipe at the wines of Kosta-Browne stating that, "I
find them somewhat superficial and overripe." (Pages 1194) Here is a winery that made its
reputation on small lots of Sonoma County Pinot Noir. But Parker only lists scores on two pinots,
both from the Central Coast, not Sonoma County. | thought that perhaps other Kosta Browne wines
sourced from Sonoma grapes might have been tasted but dropped from this work because of space
limitations.
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